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Atlas 
selection criteria

• Based on demand for house 
history research

• StL City / County

• Not digitized previously
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management 
workflows.

Parent – child 
records
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PORTAL
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Our department has not done a digitization project of 
this magnitude since we implemented 

our current DAM.

Link image to Mimsy 
record



Tech challenges

• MARC records were crosswalked manually to Mimsy

• Surprise: Parent records and individual child pages both 
needed to be created

• Bulk metadata management – creating child 
records; troubleshooting file naming syntax

• Pipeline issues (scheduling ingests to limit batch size)

• Image loading failures on website – gray boxes



Promotion

• Missouri State Library grants require a plan to promote 
the funded resource. To promote this project, we used a 
variety of approaches beyond publishing them to our web 
portal.

• Workshops for staff and patrons

• Giving presentations

• At conferences

• To the public

• Online promotion

• LibGuide

• Blog posts (digital storytelling)



LibGuide
https://mohistory.libguides.com/c.php?g=1287461

https://mohistory.libguides.com/c.php?g=1287461


Unplanned 
benefits

Synergy with other MHS programs

• Map-heavy articles in Gateway were illustrated 
without my intervention

• Thursday Night at the Museum (April 6): Mapping 
Black Towns



Local blogger started adding 
these maps to his posts

• https://stlouispatina.com/



MHS blog posts thus 
far

• https://mohistory.org/blog
/patchwork

• https://mohistory.org/blog
/underground

• Several more in the 
pipeline...

https://mohistory.org/blog/patchwork
https://mohistory.org/blog/patchwork
https://mohistory.org/blog/underground
https://mohistory.org/blog/underground


First research 
project based on 
the maps

• StoryMap (UMSL 
project): https://storymaps.arcgi
s.com/stories/fa9a385e86344d0
1bfac43d52336f5ba

• MHS blog 
post: https://mohistory.org/blog
/segregated-schooling

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fa9a385e86344d01bfac43d52336f5ba
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fa9a385e86344d01bfac43d52336f5ba
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fa9a385e86344d01bfac43d52336f5ba
https://mohistory.org/blog/segregated-schooling
https://mohistory.org/blog/segregated-schooling


Next steps

• Recruit and train e-volunteers to 
enhance page level metadata

• Transcribe landowner 
names

• Georeferencing map corners

• Exhibit planning
• Map show

• Segregation

• Follow up digitization grant - just 
awarded

• More St. Louis atlases

• Outstate Missouri plat 
books, not yet digitized



Takeaways
• Allow time for troubleshooting uploads

• Identify and befriend your tech gurus

• If you've looked closely at the source 
originals in a digitization project, you 
could be (at least) a minor expert on that 
topic.

• One form of promotion can daisy-
chain on another

• Look at your organization's event 
calendar, content streams, etc.

• Is there a hungry content beast?

• No time for research / writing? Can you 
partner with an intern or volunteer?



Get in touch!

Emily Jaycox emily@mohistory.org

Levi Cullifer lcullifer@mohistory.org

mailto:emily@mohistory.org
mailto:lcullifer@mohistory.org
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